ARGUMENT

PLACES OF THE TRAUMATIC AND THE GENOCIDE: THEiIR COLLECTIVE-
INDIVIDUAL KNOTTING.

The fateful question for the human species seems to me
to be whether and to what extent their cultural development
will succeed in mastering the disturbance of their communal
life by the human instinct of aggression and self-destruction.
Men have gained control over the forces of nature to such an
extent that with their help they would have no difficulty in
exterminating one another to the last man. (Freud, 1929)

CIVILIZATION AND ITS DISCONTENTS, SE, vol. 21 p. 144

“The killing centers worked quickly and accurately. The
most striking fact was that, contrary to the preliminary phases
of the destruction process, never, previously had it existed
anything like. Never, in all the human history, had there been
such chain murder. The killing center, as we will note, has no
prototype nor any administrative ancestor.” (Hilberg, 1961)

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE EUROPEAN JEWS

The paradigmatic position of the WW2 genocide led me to approach the psychic
places involved in the clinical manifestations of survivors and their descendants
through a historizicing process. | insist that, for me, this clinical picture is not free
from the deadly environment that permitted or caused it.

These approaches put at work, our concepts, our theories, but also our being
analysts, as heirs to the Freudian genealogy, its filiation and transmission. The
theories of trauma, emblematic of psychoanalysis, are thus revisited and
questioned, taking us towards tangential evolutions of historical truth,
psychological truth, reality test, mass murder, etc.

To advance in the understanding of these issues, it seemed necessary to
approach what | have called the "sad knoweldges" built up from the event of
WW?2 & the genocide. A dialogue with historians has been its basis, taking into
account the heterogeneity present in our specific objectives. The main
difference in our disciplines lies in the transference issue, central in
psychoanalysis.

| will also discuss the hypothesis of “collective's psychological archives” as they
unfold, for exemple, in the work of Isaac Bashevis Singer, in some detective
novels reported as well as in some encrypted traces presented by contemporary



writers. These “archives” can contribute to the subjectivation of individual traces
by opening up the hypothesis of latency in the collective. | presented an
hypothesis of that latency in Weil, Rev. frangaise, 2000/1, on the model of the
individual infantile latency but different from it, being active in a collective and
social inscription. We believe that this latency is revealed through the effects of
its rupture, which allows a profusion of cultural productions and
psychoanalytical publications to emerge. They produce an echo and support
effect for testimonies that had so far, been poorly expressed. We would think
that these actualized traces were present in whispers in this silence or so-called
silence of the collective latency revealed through its rupture.
Based on a reading of Beyond the Pleasure Principle (1920), we will propose a
theoretical representation of the damages to the protective shield by the
massive quantities at work in WW2; these damages, both individual and
collective, seem to carry with them a triple dimension:

-They attack the protective shield,
- -They impoverish the pre-conscious

-They impact the transitional space
A discussion of the modalities of these damages will lead us to examine the
possibility of a new construction of the intermediate space where the presence
of “one other” would prove indispensable to nourish the preconscious mind by
providing it with elements of figurability. We will have to question the necessary
conditions to think about the reversibility of this damage of the protective shield
in both its individual and collective dimensions. We hope that this work will
specify what Freud states in " Group Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego
(1921): “In the psychic life of the individual taken in isolation, the other
intervenes very regularly as a model, support and adversary, and as a result,
individual psychology is also, from the outset, and simultaneously, a social
psychology; in this broad but perfectly justified sense".
Would collective traces be under the influence of individual effects and vice
versa in a joint and destructive way in those spaces where mass death and the
disappearance of corpses seem to have led the quest for posthumous
immortality? Would Freudian tools for individual mourning be appropriate and
in what ways would they lend themselves to this approach of massive mourning
in the subject and in the culture?
In this research, we wondered whether the Nazis' inaugural prediction, telling
the deportees: "even if you tell it, no one will believe you" could not have been
inserted into the psyche of the survivors, in the form of an enclave, when, upon
their return home, they wanted to tell others, those who were not there, those
who did not know.



P. Levi in, " If this is a man ", 1987, recounts a dream that often came to him
during the nights in the lager, and in which he told his loved ones about the
suffering in the camp. These relatives, then, would get up and walk away,
without a word.

This dream, so often cited in psychoanalytical publications, seems to have
transmitted the intensity of the deportees' feelings of loneliness, abandonment
and despair, condensing hallucinatory satisfaction with absolute childish
distress.

In conclusion, | do question, in this work, if we still would have, in 2019, the
“optimistic” position to take in account what Freud writes at the very end of
CIVILIZATION AND ITS DISCONTENTS, in 1929, and we’d put it as a question mark:
“And now it is to be expected that the other of the two ‘Heavenly Powers’ [p.
133], the eternal Eros, will make an effort to assert himself in the struggle with
his equally immortal adversary. But who can foresee with what success and with

what result?”
Eva Weil
* SUMMARY

Introduction

I - The first knot: cure and culture
e Our seminar on collective trauma & their traces in the cures
e The genocide
e The paradigm of genocide & its links to psychoanalytical theories

Clinical paths I: the survivors

e JPA CONGRESS, Copenhague, 1967 : the survivor’s syndrom

J. S KESTENBERG, the psychoanalytical study group on the
effects of the Holocaust

e To think together about WW2?
e First Psychotherapeutic Treatments

e Disavowal and Reality

e Reality testing(s)

e To know the History

German laws after WW2, laws of Wiedergutmachung
In France



e The generations of the descendants

Clinical paths II; the descendants: patient Charles & his
unknown knowing

e At the beginning was war
e The contemporary founding event

Clinical paths III: patient Andre & the communal grave as
primal scene

e The primal scene of atrocity

Clinical paths IV: « The passionate listener «
e The sad knowledges & their diachronisity
e The early knowledges
¢ Our knowledge about perpetrators
e A particular knowledge of Psychoanalysis
e Latency in the collective and traces in the cures
e Some questions
e Historians and Psychoanalysts

IT — The second knot: metapsychology & the places of the traumatic
e FREUD, a social subject
e The topics of trauma & their versions
e Versions of the traumatic
e Some versions of collective trauma

Beyond the Pleasure principle

Is the projective shield out of order ?
The protective shield & the presence of « The Other” ?
The protective shield & the intermediate area ?

Is the projective shield a crossroads?

The projective shield & mass murder

III- The third knot: individual traces, collective traces? History,
stories?

e To tell or not, to tell what?

e Erasing of succession and difference in generations

e Individuals, leader & mass

e The work of the cure; the work of culture



e Literature as a clinical discourse of the collective
e Isaac Bashevis Singer, to witness the witnesses

e The no- memory of Georges Perec

e Contemporary detective novels and traces

e “Archives of the unconscious” or construction of psychic reality? Are
literatures psychic archives of the collective ?

e Encryption, coding, displacement

e To tell the trauma, what trauma?

e Thoughts for the time of war & death

¢ Genocide and mourning

e Posthumous immortality & death of the survivors

e Memory, as an imperative inscription for lack of possible prevention

Conclusion
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